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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 01044 070939Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-14 PA-02 SSC-01 SS-15 NSC-05 
USIA-15 CPR-01 /064W 

002904 071104Z/14 

R 070655Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9715 
INFO AMEMBASSY DACCA 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KAMANDU 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 
USUN NEW YORK 789 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 1044 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, CE 

SUBJECT: CHANGE OF SRI LANKA'S NAME 

THE GOVERNMENT OF SRI LANKA APPARENTLY PLANS TO CHANGE THE NAME OF 
THE COUNTRY FROM THE REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA TO THE DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA. ALTHOUGH PARLIAMENT 
HAS NOT YET APPROVED THE CHANGE, IT UNDOUBTEDLY WILL IF ASKED. 

THE NEW DESIGNATION WAS USED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON MARCH 5 AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE VIETNAMESE 
PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT. EMBASSY WILL REPORT PROMPTLY WHEN 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHANGE FOR OUR USE AND SIGNIFICANCE, IF ANY, 

BECOME KNOWN. GIVEN PRESIDENT JAYEWARDENE'S DEVOTION TO 
REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS, WE ASSUME INTENT OF NAME CHANGE 
WOULD BE TO SUGGEST THAT SRI LANKA IS EVOLVING ALONG 
LINES OF SCANDINAVIAN PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACIES, NOT EASTERN 
EUROPEAN "SOCIALIST" REGIMES. 

WRIGGINS 
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Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, FORM OF GOVERNMENT, SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 
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Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978COLOMB01044 
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Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780101-1295 
Format: TEL 
From: COLOMBO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780399/aaaadfzc.tel 

Line Count: 46 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 
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Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
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Retention: 0 
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